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The panel discussed the policy paper summarizing the
outcomes of a two-part workshop which took place
during the annualForum 2000 Conference in Prague in
September 2013.

The paper argues that the general ambitions of political
transitions are shifting, and that the demands and
expectations in the respective countries are entrenched
in the cultural and socio-economic context. Western
liberal democracy may not be the principal aim of
political transitions taking place in the present-day
world, and democratic countries providing aid to
societies in transition should be sensitive to this fact. This also applies to democratic assistance provided by
the Visegrad (V4) countries. The paper considers the International Visegrad Fund to be a useful platform on
which the V4 countries can fully utilize their transitional experience and knowledge to support good
governance and democratic initiatives in third countries and in the V4 countries itself.

Panel Discussion

= What are the key differences between the transitions that took place after communism and the more
recent developments to emerge within the context of the Arab uprisings?

= How should observers define a successful transition outcome? What should be the expectation?

= What has been the role of the V4 countries, relatively young democracies with their own transitional
experiences, in this process?

= How can the V4 countries contribute to global transitional efforts most effectively?

= How to enhance the cooperation in the region?
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