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Dear Friends,

Quite a few months ago, when we were contemplating the main 
theme for the 13th Forum 2000 conference, I remembered the fi rst 
one in 1997. That year I, together with Yohei Sasakawa and Elie 
Wiesel, invited to Prague people from all corners of the world, 
people of different professions and religious denominations – so-
ciologists, political scientists, philosophers, politicians, former 
politicians, artists and spiritual leaders to talk about the hopes, 
expectations and threats facing humankind on the threshold of 
the new millennium. And in this context I also remembered that 
2009 marks the twentieth anniversary of enormous changes that 
brought about the end of the bi-polar world. Since the fi rst Forum 
2000 conference was in a way an exercise in stocktaking it oc-
curred to me that it may not be such a bad idea to have a closer 
look at the last 20 years and compare the hopes and expecta-
tions that we had in the early 90’s with what actually happened 
since then. Therefore, the 13th Forum 2000 conference entitled 
“Democracy in a Multi-polar World” will attempt to assess vari-
ous events and processes that have evolved after the short-lived 
euphoria of 1989. We shall discuss how to deal with various per-
mutations and caricatures of democracy that emerged during the 
last 20 years, shifts in perceptions of human rights, instruments of 
international infl uence and moral, ethical and political impacts of 
the current economic crisis. Hopefully, our discussions will enable 
us to draw some useful lessons on how to prevent repeating the 
same mistakes over and over again.

The Forum 2000 conferences have been, from time to time, criti-
cized as being too American – centric and too European – cen-
tric. Anyone who looks at the program of this year’s conference 
will notice a substantial increase in representation of other conti-
nents, particularly Asia. I am pleased that Forum 2000 thus also 
defi nitely becomes a platform for what Yohei Sasakawa calls: 
“…ideas incorporating viewpoints of people outside the West 
that reach countries throughout the world”.

People often ask me about the purpose of conferences like Fo-
rum 2000. What do we concretely gain by convening them? 
In 1998, when opening the second Forum 2000 conference 
I said: “No one expects that this Forum will directly infl uence 
the course of events in this world. Nevertheless, I believe that 
it is our duty to do everything in our power to articulate anew 
all the threats facing our civilization today and – being guided 
by a fundamental hope that gives our life meaning – to look for 
ways of averting all these dangers.” It is 2009, and I still stand 
by those words. Human beings think about this world simply be-
cause they are human beings. And even if our conferences do 
not lead to anything else but self- confi rmation of this fundamen-
tal human need of refl ection, then they are worth it.

Dear Friends,

This year marks the twentieth anniversary of the Velvet Revolu-
tion, a historic event orchestrated by President Havel that irrevo-
cably changed the face of global politics. This major transition 
showed how a relatively small country in the middle of Europe 
could play a pivotal role in changing the world and charting 
the course of history, and that it could do so, not through vio-
lence, but through the peaceful pursuit of liberty by its people. 
It proved unquestionably that moral leadership could make all 
the difference. 

The collapse of authoritarian regimes twenty years ago brought 
optimism, one might even say euphoria, to the world. It gen-
erated a genuine sense of hope that the world would become 
more united, that we would no longer have to live in fear of 
self-destruction, and that the world would inevitably change for 
the better.

Today the world may not be in the divided state it was two dec-
ades ago. But, at the same time, the optimism of twenty years 
ago has all but faded away. The vast collage of interconnected 
pieces that comprises our world is still plagued with countless 
problems, ranging from religious confl icts and global epidemics 
to environmental degradation. Recent events in the world have 
brought to light the fragility of the very concepts – democracy 
and freedom – that brought the world together two decades 
ago. I believe that the world, now more than ever, needs venues 
like the Forum 2000 Conference. It needs a venue where we 
can continue to build on the foundation of our shared moral and 
spiritual values, foster a sense of universal responsibility for our 
world, and address the pressing problems the rapidly changing 
world throws our way. It needs a forum to provide, if not imme-
diate solutions, then certainly moral leadership and a genuine 
sense of hope from which the world can derive inspiration to 
continue to tackle these challenges. 

Given recent world events, I believe that it is very timely that we 
will be discussing this year the topic of Democracy and Freedom 
in a Multi-Polar World. I am also very pleased that we have 
been able to organize a special panel on Current Political and 
Security Challenges in Asia. It is my sincere hope that we can 
continue to expand the participation of Asia at the Forum 2000, 
as well as that of other regions of the world that have been 
somewhat underrepresented in the past, as we continue to build 
on the important tradition of this forum.

INTRODUCTION

Václav Havel Yohei Sasakawa
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THEMES

PLENARY PANEL 1
Metamorphoses of Democracy after Cold War

“The democracy that we took for granted as the inevitable result 
of human evolution is not so inevitable. It does have enemies and 
it has competition”. Robert Kagan

The end of the Cold War ushered in an era of almost unlimited 
optimism. However the “end of history”, in the form of the tri-
umph of liberal democracy over other forms of the government, 
has not happened and euphoria about the prospect of a family 
of nations living together in peaceful and democratic harmony 
proved rather short-lived. At the last year’s Forum 2000 confer-
ence Bruce Jackson remarked that democracies have an abil-
ity to counterfeit themselves and that many things like populism, 
nationalism and authoritarianism nowadays masquerade as 
democracies. Indeed, we have “sovereign” or “managed” de-
mocracy (Russia), “disciplined” democracy (Burma) or “control-
led” democracy (Pakistan) and we increasingly hear of “cynical 
western democracy”. The economic success of authoritarian 
China is seen by some, particularly around the developing 
world, as a real and tempting alternative for robust economic 
growth without the risks of democratic reforms. According to the 
2009 edition of Freedom in the World by the American NGO 
Freedom House, “Global freedom suffered its third year of de-
cline in 2008”. 

Are we really entering an age of “democratic depression”? Did 
the spread of democracy come to a halt? Are we witnessing 
the creation of new fault lines dividing the post-bipolar world 
between democracy and autocracy?

PLENARY PANEL 2
Multi–polarity and Human Rights

Current understanding of human rights is often labeled as ”Euro-
Centric” or ”Western-Centric” and a need for a more pluralistic 
approach is being stressed. According to this view, human rights 
refl ect different cultural perspectives, or, in other words, they are 
culturally relative rather than universal. Others argue that the 
concept of universal human rights does not impose one cultural 
standard, but a legal one – basic protection of human dignity. 
Does the hard-won consensus about a universal legal standard 
adopted by the United Nations in the wake of the worst global 
war imply a superiority of any particular region or set of tradi-
tions, let alone a cultural imperialism?

Does the emerging global plurality represent a threat to human 
rights? What happened to the universality of human rights? 
What is the response of defenders of human rights around the 
world?

PLENARY PANEL 3
The Instruments of International Infl uence

Attempts at infl uencing internal affairs of a sovereign state have 
been traditionally seen as a taboo. However, the concept of 
sovereignty has undergone a substantial development over the 
last decade. ”Responsibility to Protect” appears as an emerging 
norm of international law, setting clear limits to abuse of sover-
eignty. The tragedies of Rwanda and Bosnia in mid-1990s, to 
name a few, were a clear impetus. 

Will the narrowly defi ned limits of state sovereignty be an invita-
tion to even further limitations and, consequently, a path to inter-
national chaos? Do ‘Western values’ and the culture of human 
rights entail an obligation to protect populations when the afore-
mentioned atrocities are being committed? Or, is the responsibility 
to protect perhaps yet another Western imposition on other civi-
lizational spheres? Legitimacy and international legality – how 
can these crucial safeguards be fulfi lled before armed action is 
taken? If such action is imminent, who is capable and effi cient 
enough to inaspire and lead it? What about other instruments of 
international infl uence such as media, NGOs, and economic co-
operation (or economic sanctions)?

PLENARY PANEL 4
After the Storm? Can We Discern and Learn What the Eco-
nomic Crisis Is Disclosing about Us?

Have we learned? What? And what is it that we have actually 
changed in governance? Or will this be a good crisis wasted? 
Although this is arguably the strongest recession since the Great 
Depression, the long known imbalances prevail and there are 
no political forces to change the macroeconomic rules. Will we 
indebt ourselves to another crisis which could truly be destruc-
tive once it comes? What does this teach us about the philoso-
phy of our civilization? And can we change?

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE PANEL
Religion and Democracy

The modern concept of democracy developed, among other 
things, on the basis of Western religious thoughts. Many signifi -
cant thinkers of democracy (from de Tocqueville to Böckenferde) 
perceive religion as important background for democracy. In 
many places in the world (from the Philippines to Poland) faith-
based communities contributed signifi cantly to the peaceful tran-
sition from dictatorship to democracy and civic society in the 
20th century. At the same time, however, in other parts of the 
world religious symbols and rhetoric are used to attack democ-
racy and its key concept of freedom. 
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What is the real relation between religion and democracy? 
How is the concept of democracy compatible with the great 
world´s religions? Are contemporary democratic societies suit-
able biospheres for religion, or are they rather risky environment 
for them? What should democratic states expect from religion, 
religious leaders and faith-based communities? Is the concept of 
„separation of politics from religion“ still a valid model contribut-
ing to both sides, or is it necessary to rethink it in the future and 
substitute it by a different model?

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY 
ROUNDTABLE
Shifting Values in Capitalism

How does this crisis differ from the technology bubble and the 
real estate bubble of past years? 

The fi nancial crisis has been attributed to many factors. What 
role has business values played? How would we compare the 
infl uence of “values” on doing business 30 years ago versus 
today? Has the crisis taught us anything about business values?

Is a change in values needed? If so, in what direction? How? 
By whom? Does the global fi nancial crisis represent the “end of 
an era”? If so, how do we describe and differentiate the old era 
from the new? Are there any global “threshold” values to doing 
business? What is the likelihood of repeating this cycle again for 
the same reasons?
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DELEGATES‘ PROFILES

Izzeldin Abuelaish
Doctor and Peace Activist, Palestine

A Gazan physician and passionate proponent of peace be-
tween the Palestinians and Israelis. On January 16, 2009, 
he tragically lost three of his daughters and a niece when 
Israeli tank shells shattered his house in Jableh, Syria. An 
international foundation, headquartered in Toronto, Cana-
da, is being created to honour his vision and commitment 
to peace and reconciliation. Educated at Harvard, where 
he received his Masters of Public Health, he is currently 
an Associate Professor at the Dala Lana School of Public 
Health at the University of Toronto, Canada. Dr. Abuelaish 
is a nominee for the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize.

Muriel Anton
CEO, Vodafone Czech Republic, Czech Republic/
Canada

Served for 4 years as the Chief Financial Offi cer. Before 
moving to the Czech Republic, she was based in Alber-
ta, Canada, where she experienced fi nancial planning,  
analysis management and directorial positions in vari-
ous telecommunications companies, such as BCT.TELUS 
Communications Inc., and AGT Limited. She lectured for 
Intermediate and Introductory Macroeconomics at the 
Department of Economics of the University of Alberta 
(1988–1991). She holds a Bachelor of Commerce and 
a Master of Arts in Economics from the University of Al-
berta, Canada.

Riprand Graf V. U. Z. Arco-Zinnenberg
Founder and Chairman, American Asset Corporation, 
USA

Founder and Chairman of American Asset Corporation, 
a real estate investment and development company. He 
studied architecture at the Technical University in Munich 
and holds an Engineering and Architectural Master‘s de-
gree. He left Germany for the USA in 1982 and founded 
the American Asset Corporation in 1987. He holds major-
ity interest in farming, forest products, brewery and real 
estate companies in Germany, Austria and the Czech Re-
public. Director of the East/West Institute, member of the 
American Council on Germany and the Governor of The 
Ditchley Park Foundation, UK. His personal interests are 
history and politics.

Ehud Barak
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense, Israel

Prime Minister of Israel (1999–2001), Minister of Foreign 
Affairs (1995–1996) and Minister of Interior (1995). He 
was elected Chairman of the Labor Party and formed the 
One Israel party in 1999. He served in the Defense Forces 
from 1959 in various command positions and was award-
ed the “Distinguished Service Medal” for courage and 
operational excellence. He holds a B.Sc. in Physics and 
Mathematics from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and 
a M.Sc. in Engineering-Economic Systems from the Stan-
ford University, California. Head of the Labor Party and 
appointed Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
(2007). Following the Parliament elections, he was once 
again appointed Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense in the Netanyahu government in March 2009.

Francisco Bermúdez
Former Minister of National Defense, Guatemala

Retired General of the Army of Guatemala, President of 
the Conference of Armed Forces of Central America and 
the Ambassador of Guatemala to the Republic of China, 
Taiwan. Mr. Bermúdez was Director of the Department for 
Strategic Analyses at the Ministry of National Defense and 
served as Minister of National Defense (2005–2006). He 
is currently Professor at the Military School of Guatemala 
and the Centre of National Strategic Studies. 

José Gabriel Ramón Castillo
Human Rights Defender, Sociologist, Journalist, and Civil 
Society Promoter, Cuba

One of the coordinators of the civic initiative project 
Varela. During the so-called Black Spring of 2003 he was 
sentenced to twenty years imprisonment. Due to his seri-
ous health problems, he was released and forced to leave 
the country. Now he lives in exile in Spain. Castillo holds 
a license in Education with a specialization in Machinery 
Construction, as well as a Master’s degree in Pedagogy 
and a Post-graduate degree in Metals Technology. 

Pavel Chikov
Chair, Interregional Human Rights Association 
“AGORA”, Russia

Lawyer in Agora, the association of professional human 
rights lawyers working throughout Russia. Agora lawyers 
work on resonant human rights trials in Russia and focus 
on the defense of human rights activists, military and police 
abuses, medical negligence and human rights of children. 

William Cook
Professor, State University of New York, USA

Visiting Professor of Religion and History at Wabash Col-
lege in Indiana, USA with a PhD degree in Medieval His-
tory and teacher of History at the State University of New 
York at Geneseo since 1970. He has authored six books, 
mostly about the Franciscan movement, won numerous 
awards for teaching excellence, and has lectured through-
out the United States and Europe. He has created nine 
courses that are distributed through The Teaching Com-
pany. An avid student of democracy, especially the work 
of Alexis de Tocqueville, he was a candidate for the US 
Congress in 1998.

Pepper de Callier
Chairman, Bubenik Partners, Czech Republic/USA

Chairman of Bubenik Partners, retained executive search 
and executive coaching fi rm based in Prague. He is a reg-
ular columnist for Hospodářské noviny, a Czech economic 
daily, and has an ongoing blog at Aktualne.cz dealing 
with issues of leadership, coaching and career develop-
ment. In addition, Pepper he is a guest lecturer at the Cali-
fornia State University San Marcos and the University of 
Economics, Prague. Before moving to Prague with his wife, 
Priscilla, he was the U.S. Partner in the International Tech-
nology Practice of Heidrick & Struggles.
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Vladimír Dlouhý
Economist, International Advisor of Goldman Sachs, 
Czech Republic 

Czechoslovak Minister of Economy (1989–1992) and 
Czech Minister of Industry and Trade (1992–1997). Fel-
low at the University of Economics, Prague, where he lec-
tures on Macro-Economy and Economic Policy. He also 
works as an International Advisor of Goldman Sachs, 
global fi nancial services fi rm providing investment bank-
ing, securities and investment management services and 
Senior Adviser of ABB, leader in power and automation 
technologies that enable utility and industry customers to 
improve performance while lowering environmental im-
pact. He is member of the Executive Board of the Trilateral 
Commision, the International Board of Overseers and the 
Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago.

Doris Donelly 
Director, The Cardinal Suenens Center, John Carroll 
University, USA

Associate Professor of Theology at the John Carroll Uni-
versity in Cleveland, Ohio. She teaches graduate courses 
in Spirituality and Theology and serves as Professor of 
Religious Studies at The Cardinal Suenens Center, USA. 
In the past, she served as President of the North American 
Academy of Liturgy, an ecumenical association of liturgi-
cal scholars who collaborate in research. She is the author 
of numerous books and articles.

Jan Fischer
Prime Minister, Czech Republic

Prime Minister of the Czech Republic since April 2009. He 
was the Director of Production Department of the Taylor 
Nelson Sofres Factum (2000–2002) and Head of Re-
search Facilities of the Faculty of Informatics and Statistics 
of the University of Economics, Prague (2002–2003). He 
is a member of a numerous prestigious institutions, includ-
ing the Czech Statistical Society, the International Statistics 
Institute, the Science Council, the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Economics, Prague, as well as the Science 
Council of the University of J.E. Purkyně in Ústí nad Labem. 
Prior to becoming Primer Minister, he was the Chairman of 
the Czech Statistical Offi ce.

Yegor Gaidar
Former Prime Minister, Russia

Appointed Acting Prime Minister under President Boris 
Yeltsin (1992) and First Vice-Premier to Viktor Cherno-
myrdin (1993–1994), he advocated liberal economic re-
forms. He served as the First Vice-Premier of the Russian 
Government (1991), Minister of Economy (1991–1992) 
and Minister of Finance (1992). Director of the Institute for 
the Economy in Transition and Co-Chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Union of Rightist Forces, he is the 
author of numerous books and papers.

Jeffrey Gedmin
President, Radio Free Europe, USA

Director of the Aspen Institute in Berlin since 2001 and 
Resident Scholar at the American Enterprise Institute Wash-
ington, D.C. Executive Director of the New Atlantic Initia-
tive (1996–2001). Lecturer at the Georgetown University, 
member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the board of 
the Council for a Community of Democracies (Washington, 
D.C.) and the Program of Atlantic Security Studies (Prague, 
Czech Republic), he holds a PhD degree of German Area 
Studies and Linguistics from Georgetown University. His arti-
cles on American public diplomacy and foreign policy have 
appeared in leading U.S. and European publications.

Bob Geldof
Musician and Political Activist, Ireland/United Kingdom 

Irish singer, songwriter and political activist in anti-poverty 
efforts concerning Africa. He currently serves as an advis-
er to DATA and the ONE Campaign, global anti-poverty 
campaigns founded by fellow Irish humanitarian Bono. 
He was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, granted a 
honorary knighthood by Queen Elizabeth II of the United 
Kingdom, and among other awards is a recipient of the 
Man of Peace title which recognizes individuals who have 
made “an outstanding contribution to international social 
justice and peace”. He organized the charity super-con-
cert Live Aid in 1985 and the Live 8 concerts in 2005.

André Glucksmann
Philosopher, France

Philosopher. He is considered a member of the French New 
Philosophers who supported the 1960’s protest movement 
and opposed the communist regimes in Eastern Europe. Au-
thor of The Master Thinkers (Les Maîtres Penseurs, 1977) 
and Dostoevsky in Manhattan (Dostoïevski á Manhattan, 
2002) His most recent book, A Child’s Rage (Une Rage 
d´Enfant), was published in 2006. Throughout recent cri-
ses he has consistently been an outspoken advocate of the 
“devoir d’ingérence” or the “duty to interfere”. He is pres-
ently part of the Cercle de l‘Oratoire think tank, which was 
created shortly after the September 11, 2001 attacks on the 
World Trade Center.

Michael Green
Co-author, “Philanthrocapitalism: How the Rich Can Save 
the World”, United Kingdom

A writer, independent consultant and economist by train-
ing, he graduated from the University of Oxford, taught at 
Warsaw University in Poland in the early 1990s, and has 
worked as a freelance journalist. He worked as a senior 
civil servant at the Department for International Develop-
ment, where he managed British aid to Russia and Ukraine, 
and ran the Communication Department. Co-author, along 
with Matthew Bishop, of “Philanthrocapitalism: How the 
Rich Can Save the World”, the fi rst detailed analysis of the 
current global boom in philanthropy.

DELEGATES‘ PROFILES
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Tomáš Halík
Member of the Program Committee, Forum 2000 
Foundation, Czech Republic

Rector of the University Church of St. Savior in Prague and 
President of the Czech Christian Academy. He has lectured 
at various universities around the world since 1989 and has 
been involved in international efforts to promote dialogue 
and understanding between religions and cultures. In 1992, 
Pope John Paul II appointed him Advisor to the Pontifi cal 
Council for Dialogue with Non-Believers and in 2009, Pope 
Benedict XVI granted him the title of Monsignor – Honorary 
Prelate of His Holiness. In 2009 he received the “Truth and 
Justice” prize for his defense of human rights and justice.

Václav Havel 
Former President, Czech Republic

President of Czechoslovakia (1989–1992) and fi rst 
President of the Czech Republic (1993–2003). He was 
a founding member and one of the fi rst spokespersons 
for the Czechoslovak human rights movement Charter 77. 
A prominent fi gure in the Czechoslovak dissident movement 
and a famous leader of the Velvet Revolution (1989), he is 
the author of a number of essays and plays, including the 
latest one called Leaving (Odcházení, 2007). Recipient of 
many awards, and, together with his wife Dagmar Havlová, 
co-founder of the Vision 97 Foundation (Vize 97).

Helena Houdová
Founder, Sunfl ower Children Foundation, 
USA/Czech Republic

Miss Czech Republic 1999 and Founding President of the 
Sunfl ower Children’s Foundation – a humanitarian aid or-
ganization providing survival and development care for 
the forgotten children of the world. Sunfl ower‘s efforts en-
compass medical, nutritional, psychological, educational, 
adoption and other humanitarian support that nurtures 
survival, health, growth and hope for orphaned, disabled, 
abandoned, refugee and impoverished children. She has 
been working with orphans and deaf children in the Czech 
Republic since 1997.

Sandra Kalniete
Member of European Parliament, Former EU 
Commissioner, Latvia

Joining politics in 1988, when Latvia was fi ghting for in-
dependence from the Soviet Union, she served as Deputy 
Chairwoman of the Latvian Popular Front, the main pro-
independence political organization. In the past, she 
worked at the Latvia‘s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and as 
an Ambassador to the UN, France and UNESCO. She 
was appointed Foreign Minister of Latvia (2002) and be-
came the fi rst Latvia´s EU Commissioner (2004). She was 
elected a Member of the European Parliament in 2009.

Ella Lazarovna Kesaeva
Co-Chair, The Voice of Beslan, Russia 

After the Beslan school massacre in 2004, she became 
member of Mothers of Beslan. In 2005, she founded Voice 
of Beslan – a non-governmental organization and an asso-
ciation of the parents of child victims of the massacre, highly 
critical of the Russian authorities and Vladimir Putin for their 
questionable approach to the crisis and consequent investi-
gation. Currently, she co-chairs the group with her sister.

Karel Kovanda
Deputy Director General, External Relations Directorate 
General, European Commission, Czech Republic

Permanent Representative to the North Atlantic Council 
and Western European Union (1998–2005), Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs (1997–1998) and Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations (Representative to 
the UN Security Council – 1994–1995, Vice-President of 
ECOSOC – 1996, President of ECOSOC – 1997). He 
holds PhD in Political science from MIT (1975) and MBA 
from the Pepperdine University, California (1985).

Ján Kubiš
Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe, Switzerland/Slovakia

Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic 
(2006–2009). After graduation from the Moscow State 
Institute of International Relations, he worked at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic (1976–1992) and served as an Ambassador 
and Permanent Representative of the Slovak Republic to 
the UN (1993–1994). He held the offi ce of Director of 
the OSCE Confl ict Prevention Centre (1994–1998) and 
served as OSCE Secretary General (1993–1994). Since 
2005, he has been the EU Special Representative for Cen-
tral Asia with offi ce in Brussels.

Frank Lampl
Life President, Bovis Lend Lease, United Kingdom

Chairman and CEO of Bovis Lend Lease since 2001. He is 
a former Chancellor of the Kingston University and holds 
numerous honorary doctorates. He was a member of the 
Advisory Board of the British Foreign Offi ce Know How 
Fund and Chairman of the Prague Heritage Fund. Since 
2004, he has been a non-executive member of the Board 
of Directors of the Mills Corporation.

Bernard-Henri Lévy
Philosopher, France

Philosopher, intellectual, journalist and one of the most es-
teemed and bestselling writers in Europe. Author of over 
30 books, including works of philosophy, fi ction, and biog-
raphy as well as activist and fi lmmaker. Levy has undertak-
en several diplomatic missions for the French government. 
His career started as a war reporter for Combat — the 
legendary newspaper founded by Albert Camus during 
the Nazi occupation of France — for which he covered 
the war between Pakistan and India over Bangladesh. 
He was one of the leaders of the „Nouvelle Philosophie“ 
(New Philosophy) movement and founder of the New Phi-
losophers group.

DELEGATES‘ PROFILES
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Chao-Shiuan Liu
Former Prime Minister, Taiwan

Minister of Transportation and Communication (1993–
1996), Vice Premier of the Republic of China, Taiwan 
(1997–2000) and Premier of Taiwan (2008–2009). He 
received a MS in Chemistry from the Université de Sher-
brooke, Canada (1968) and a PhD. in Chemistry from 
the University of Toronto, Canada (1971). He is Professor, 
a Department Chair, Dean and President at the National 
Tsing Hua University as well as the President of the Soo-
chow University and President of the Association of Private 
Universities and Colleges. In 1979, he became the Direc-
tor of the Division of Planning and Evaluation for the Na-
tional Science Council, Executive Yuan and also served as 
the Deputy Minister and Minister of the NScC. 

Javier Loaiza 
Consultant and Political Analyst, Colombia

Director of the Thomas More School of Government, 
EGTM and Coordinator of the Post-Graduate Program in 
Political Science at the Universidad Politécnica de Madrid. 
He also works as editor of the portal for information and 
political analysis: nuevapolitica.net. Being an expert in re-
newal processes of political parties, he had advised the 
Board of Directors of the Union of Latin American Parties, 
UPLA, and was the Alternate Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
at the Colombian Conservative Party.

Sergey Lukashevskiy
Director, Museum and Social Center of Andrey Sakharov, 
Russia

Educated as historian, he started his engagement in the 
NGOs by participating in the program “History of Dissent 
Motion“ of the society “Memorial“ (1991–1998). He took 
part in the fi rst monitoring of human rights realized by the 
Moscow Helsinki Group, and acted as editor of the fi rst an-
nual collections of the MHG reports on human rights issues 
in Russia (1998–2004). In 2004, together with other NGO 
activists, he established the fi rst Russian NGO specialized in 
research in the fi eld of human rights. Director of the Museum 
and Social Center of Andrey Sakharov since 2008 and the 
author of publications on the history of dissent in the former 
Soviet Union and on the state of human rights in Russia.

James Mancham
Founding President, Republic of Seychelles 

The fi rst President of the Republic of Seychelles (1976–
1977) after gaining independence from the UK in 1976, 
founder and leader of Seychelles Democratic Party. 
In 1977, he was overthrown in the coup, his party was 
banned, and he was forced to live in exile in the Great 
Britain. After the dissolution of the Soviet-sponsored one-
party political system in 1991, he returned to his country 
and became politically active again.

Alyaksandar Milinkevich
Opposition Leader, Belarus

Opposition leader and presidential candidate (2006). 
Since 1976, he has been working for the Grodno Yanka 
Kupala State University as an Associate Professor. He has 
authored 60 scientifi c works, dealing with laser equipment 
and technology, the history of culture, and the science and 
architecture of Belarus. He was awarded the Sakharov 
Prize by the European Parliament in 2006.

Festus Mogae
Former President, Botswana

President of Botswana from 1998 to 2008. He studied 
economics in the United Kingdom at the University of 
Sussex and the University of Oxford and returned to Bot-
swana to work as a civil servant before taking up posts 
with the International Monetary Fund and the Bank of 
Botswana. Vice-President of Botswana (1992–1998), he 
won the 2008 Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in African 
Leadership.

Jan Mühlfeit
Chairman Europe, Microsoft Corporation, 
Czech Republic

Chairman of the Europe division of the Microsoft Corpo-
ration. He received a Computer Science degree from the 
Czech Technical University (1986) and, before joining 
Microsoft, worked in the public sector as a programmer 
and information systems manager and as Director of Inter-
national Sales and Marketing for Software602, a Czech 
software development company.

Harsha Kumara Navaratne
Chairman, Sewalanka Foundation, Sri Lanka

The founding Chairperson of Sewa Finance and Sewalanka 
Foundation, a leading Sri Lankan non-governmental devel-
opment organization. Field Director and Vice President of 
the Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement, later he become 
an Advisor to the late President Premadasa‘s Janasaviya 
Poverty Alleviation Program and his 15,000 Village Devel-
opment Program. A graduate from the Community Develop-
ment Studies at the St. Xavier University in the Philippines 
and an award-winning fi lm-maker.

Luděk Niedermayer
Former Vice-Governor, Czech National Bank, 
Czech Republic

Vice Governor of the Czech National Bank (2000–2008). 
He became the youngest member of the Bank Council of 
the Czech National Bank in 1996 and stayed member for 
12 years. He has the diploma of Mathematics from the 
Masaryk University, Brno and frequently contributes his 
articles and analyses to magazine Respekt. 

Michael Novak
Theologian and Political Scientist, USA

Director of Social and Political Studies at the American En-
terprise Institute in Washington, D.C. He is the MA gradu-
ate in History and Philosophy of Religion from the Harvard 
University and the author of 26 books on the philosophy 
and theology of culture with a focus on the essential ele-
ments of a free society. He also received number of in-
ternational awards, including the million-dollar Templeton 
Prize for Progress in Religion. 

DELEGATES‘ PROFILES
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John O‘Sullivan 
Political Commentator, Radio Free Europe, 
United Kingdom

Special Adviser to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
(1986–1988), parliamentary sketch writer for the London 
Daily Telegraph (1972 to 1979). He served as an editor-in-
chief of various journals, such as United Press International 
or National Review. Founder and Co-chairman of the New 
Atlantic Initiative, member of the Advisory Council of the 
Social Affairs Unit, London, and the Honorary Board of 
the Civic Institute in Prague. He was made a Commander 
of the British Empire in the 1991 New Year‘s Honors List. 
Lecturing on British and American politics, he publishes his 
articles in numerous American and foreign journals. 

Oswaldo Payá Sardińas
Cuban political activist and dissident, Cuba

Oswaldo Payá Sardińas has repeatedly accepted the in-
vitation to the Forum 2000 Conference but was denied 
permission by the Cuban government to travel.

Cuban political activist and dissident. He is a founding 
member of the Christian Liberation Movement in 1988. 
Created by secular Catholics it is today a non-denomi-
national political organization seeking to further the civic 
and human rights of Cubans. In 1998, together with other 
members of the Christian Liberation Movement, he found-
ed the Varela Project and remains its most prominent mem-
ber. The National Dialogue, a process in which thousands 
of Cubans discuss their visions for Cuba’s future, remains 
his latest effort to bring democracy to Cuba.

César Pérez Vivas
Governor of Tachira State, Venezuela

Governor of Tachira State since 2008. In 2000, he won 
a seat in the National Assembly of Venezuela but he de-
cided not to compete for re-election as a deputy in 2005. 
On September 28, 2008, he won a primary election 
done by political parties opposed to Hugo Chávez to se-
lect the candidate to the governor’s offi ce of Táchira State. 
He also worked as a university lecturer.

Surin Pitsuwan
Secretary General, ASEAN, Thailand

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs (1992–1995) and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs (1997–2001). A graduate 
and fellow of universities in Thailand and California and 
fellow of the Harvard University and the American Uni-
versity of Cairo, Egypt. He was elected Member of the 
Parliament in 1986 and became Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. Chairman of the ASEAN Regional Forum 
(1999–2000). At the present, he is the fi rst ASEAN Secre-
tary-General with a signifi cant political background.

Tomáš Pojar 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic

First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for Security Affairs, 
EU Affairs and Bilateral Relations with European States. 
Before he started his service in Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in 2005 he worked for 10 years in People in Need Foun-
dation where he served as the Director (1997–2005). He 
received the Bachelor degree at Faculty of Social Science, 
Charles University Prague, in 1998 and also studied in Tel 
Aviv and Washington. 

Lev Ponomaryov
Politician and Human Rights Activist, Russia

Russian politician and human rights activist, member 
of the Moscow Helsinki Group and former Member of 
Parliament. Head of the organization For Human Rights, 
one of the best-known activists for civil society and rule 
of law in Russia. He graduated from the Moscow Institute 
of Physics and Technology and subsequently worked for 
the Institute of Theoretical and Experimental Physics. He 
was elected to the Congress of People’s Deputies of the 
Russian SFSR (1990) and after its dissolution in 1993, 
he was elected deputy to the State Duma (1993–1995). 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Commission for Investigat-
ing Causes and Reasons of the Soviet Coup Attempt in 
1991 (1991–1992).

Jorge Quiroga Ramírez
Former President, Bolivia

President of Bolivia (2001–2002), previously elected Vice 
President in 1997, the youngest person to have ever held the 
offi ce. He was Minister of Finance and Under-Secretary of 
Public Investment and International Cooperation at the Min-
istry of Planning. Recipient of the World Leader of Tomorrow 
Award from the World Economic Forum, he served as Gov-
ernor for the World Bank, Andean Development Corpora-
tion, International Finance Corporation and the International 
Monetary Fund. He received his Bachelor’s degree in Indus-
trial Engineering summa cum laude from the Texas A&M Uni-
versity and MBA from the St. Edward‘s University.

Sigrid Rausing
 Founder, Sigrid Rausing Trust, United Kingdom

Swedish philanthropist, anthropologist and publisher, 
she founded the Sigrid Rausing Trust (1995) – the larg-
est British philanthropic foundation to support the interna-
tional human rights movement. Co-founder of a publishing 
house Portobello Books (2005) and owner of Granta 
magazine and Granta Books. She received the Beacon 
Special Award for philanthropy (2005), followed by the 
´Changing the Face of Philanthropy’ Award in 2006. She 
is a granddaughter of Ruben Rausing, the founder of the 
Tetra Pak company.

David Rosen
Chairman, International Jewish Committee for 
Interreligious Consultations, International Director of 
Interreligious Affairs, American Jewish Committee, Israel

Former Chief Rabbi of Ireland (1979–1985) and former 
Head of the International Jewish Committee for Interreli-
gious Consultations, IJCIC (2005–2009), he is a member 
and prominent fi gure of a number of interfaith organiza-
tions and forums. In 2005, he was made papal Knight 
Commander of an Order of St. Gregory the Great for his 
contributions to Jewish-Catholic reconciliation. Currently, 
he is Director of American Jewish Committee‘s Department 
for Interreligious Affairs.

DELEGATES‘ PROFILES
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Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman, The Nippon Foundation, Japan

Chairman of The Nippon Foundation, Asia’s largest pri-
vate grant maker. A renowned Japanese leader in the phil-
anthropic and NGO fi elds, he has initiated projects and 
worked on a global scale in such areas as public health, 
education and social welfare. He serves as the World 
Health Organization (WHO) Goodwill Ambassador for 
Leprosy Elimination, as well as Japan’s Ambassador for 
the Human Rights of People Affected by Leprosy. Together 
with Václav Havel and Elie Wiesel, Mr. Sasakawa co-
founded the Forum 2000 Project.

Tomáš Sedláček 
Chief Macroeconomic Strategist, ČSOB Bank, 
Czech Republic 

Chief of Macroeconomical Strategies of ČSOB bank 
group and a member of the National Economic Council 
(NERV), governmental ad hoc body for tackling fi nancial 
crisis. He was advisor to President Václav Havel and to 
Minister of Finances (2004–2005). He is a lecturer at the 
Charles University and the New York University in Prague 
as well as the author of numerous books and articles.

Anna Sevortian 
Deputy Director, Center for the Development of 
Democracy and Human Rights, Russia

Deputy Director of the Center for the Development of De-
mocracy and Human Rights since 2005. Being an expert 
on human rights, media freedom and civil society develop-
ment in Russia, she contributed to 40 research and evalu-
ations projects in her fi eld of expertise and authored and 
edited a number of publications. Her research interests are 
focused on the state and non-state actors’ relations, chan-
nels of political communication in emerging democracies 
and human rights discourse in international relations.

Camilla Schippa
Senior Vice President, Global Peace Index, Australia

Regional Adviser to the UN Offi ce for Partnerships, she 
provides advice and support to the United Nations in ef-
forts to build new partnerships with civil society, founda-
tions, and the private sector in South East Asia. Until early 
2008, she was Chief of Offi ce in the United Nations Of-
fi ce for Partnerships within the Executive Offi ce of the UN 
Secretary-General. In the past, she was part the of team 
responsible for setting up a new Peacebuilding Support 
Offi ce at the United Nations. 

Jiří Schneider
Program Director, Prague Security Studies Institute, 
Czech Republic

Former Head of the Policy Planning Department of the 
MFA (1993–1994, 1999–2001, 2003), Ambassador of 
the Czech Republic to Israel (1995–1998). He served as 
an International Policy Fellow at the Open Society Institute 
in Budapest (2002) and as an MP of the Czechoslovak 
Federal Assembly (1990–1992). Prior to 1989 and his 
entry into public service, he was employed as a forestry 
surveyor. He serves as a part-time lecturer at the Charles 
University, at the New York University in Prague, and to 
the PSSI’s Robinson-Martin Security Scholars Program.

Ady Schonmann
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel

Working at the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a hu-
man rights legal expert, she is involved in the formulation 
of the country‘s foreign policy in terms of human rights, 
and represents Israel in the UN forums and other interna-
tional organisations. 

Toshitimitsu Shigemura
Professor of International Relations, Waseda University, 
Japan 

Foremost expert on the East Asian Security issue particu-
larly on North Korea. He was formerly Editorial Writer 
of the Mainichi Daily Newspaper in Japan. Currently, he 
serves as a Professor at Waseda University, Japan.

Prince Norodom Sirivudh
Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace, 
Kingdom of Cambodia

The prominent fi gure of FUNCINPEC, the royalist party 
of Cambodia, and half-brother of the former king Noro-
dom Sihanouk, he was Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister of Cambodia (1993–1994. In 1995, he was ar-
rested and sent into exile in France. Allowed to return in 
1998 on the basis of political agreement of the competing 
parties, he is now the Founder and leading fi gure of the 
Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace.

Klára Starková
Executive Committee Member and Head of Polish 
Operations, Generali PPF Holding, Czech Republic (conf.)

Head of Organizational Development and HR, Legal and 
Internal Audit of Generalli PPF Holding. Member of the Ex-
ecutive Committee at Generali PPF Holding, responsible for 
organizational development, human resources and audit in 
Poland and Slovakia. Before joining Generali PPF Holding 
in 2007, she worked 11 years for McKinsey & Company, 
where she started her professional career as an analyst and 
later became a partner, specialized in fi nancial institutions 
at the EU and emerging markets level. Graduated in 1995 
from the Vienna University with a degree in Economics and 
Business Administration, she completed her MBA studies at 
the US Business School in Prague in 1996. 

Trudy Stevenson
Opposition Politician, Zimbabwe

One of the founding members of the opposition party 
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC). The fi rst white 
woman to be voted into MDC National Executive, she cur-
rently serves as MDC’s National Secretary for Policy and 
Research as well as is the Member of the Parliament.

DELEGATES‘ PROFILES
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DELEGATES‘ PROFILES

John Suárez
Human Rights Director, Cuban Democratic Directorate, 
Cuba/USA

Author of monographs published by the Center of Stud-
ies for a National Option in El Nuevo Herald, The Miami 
Herald, Epoch Times, and Florida Today. He has spoken 
before the United Nations Human Rights Commission and 
before the current UN Human Rights Council as well as 
before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
to denounce human rights abuses. He has a Bachelor‘s 
degree in Biology from the Florida International University 
and a Master‘s Degree in Political Action from the Univer-
sidad Francisco de Vitoria. 

Tamara Sujú Roa
Attorney, Human Rights Activist, Venezuela

Columnist and President of New National Awareness 
Foundation (Nueva Conciencia Nacional), which is re-
sponsible for promoting human rights, values and demo-
cratic principles and providing legal support to political 
prisoners. She is founder of the civic movement Ladies in 
White – a group of wives, mothers and daughters of sev-
eral Venezuelan political prisoners.

Aung San Suu Kyi
Opposition Leader, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Burma

Given her detention under house arrest by the 
government of Myanmar (Burma), the Forum 2000 
Foundation was not able to verify whether the invitation 
to the Forum 2000 conference to Aung San Suu Kyi was 
duly delivered. 

Pro-democracy political activist and dissident. She is the 
leader of the National League for Democracy in Myan-
mar (Burma), and a noted prisoner of conscience and ad-
vocate of non-violent resistance. She won the Rafto Prize 
and the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought in 1990, 
and in 1991 was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her 
peaceful and non-violent struggle under a military dictator-
ship. She is currently under house arrest, with the Myan-
mar government repeatedly extending her detention. 

Petr Šmída
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Alfa-Bank, 
Russia/Czech Republic

Chairman of the Board of Directors of Alfa-Bank since 
2008. He graduated from the University of Economics in 
Prague, spent four years as Chairman and CEO of GE 
Capital Bank, Prague after which he was the Senior-Vice 
President at GE Consumer Finance (USA). He joined 
Alfa-Bank in 2003 and served as Chief Executive Offi cer 
(2004–2007). In his term as CEO, the Bank has grown its 
balance sheet threefold, has built a strong national retail 
banking franchise, and has further expanded its corporate 
and investment banking operations. He also served as 
First Deputy Chairman of the Board of Directors of Alfa-
Bank (2007–2008). 

Jan Švejnar
Professor of Business, Economics and Public Policy, 
University of Michigan, Chairman, CERGE-EI, 
USA/Czech Republic

Founder and Chairman of the Executive and Supervisory 
Committee of CERGE-EI – a joint project of the Charles 
University in Prague and the Academy of Sciences of the 
Czech Republic. In 2005, he became Director of the Inter-
national Policy Center at the University of Michigan, where 
he has been a Professor of Business, Economics and Public 
Policy since 1996. He served as the Economic Advisor to 
the President Václav Havel as well as the Founding Direc-
tor of the Economics Institute of the Academy of Sciences 
of the Czech Republic (1992–1999). He received his B.S. 
from the Cornell University and his MA and PhD in Eco-
nomics from the Princeton University.

Alexandr Vondra
Member, Senate of the Parliament, Czech Republic

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic (2006–
2007). He served as Foreign Policy Advisor to President 
Havel (1990–1992), the First Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs (1992–1997), Czech Ambassador to the U.S. 
(1997–2001) and Czech Government Commissioner 
for the 2002 Prague NATO Summit. In 1989, he was the 
spokesman for Charter 77 and co-founder of the Civic Fo-
rum. In 2007, he was appointed the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter for European Affairs of the Czech Republic. 

Grigory Yavlinsky
Economist and Politician, Russia

Economist and politician, Chairman of the Russian Demo-
cratic Party Yabloko. He studied at the Plekhanov Institute 
of the National Economy in Moscow (1967–1976). From 
1993 to 2003, he served as a member of the Russian 
State Duma. He co-founded the Yabloko party in 1995, 
and is the Chairman of the Board for the Center for Eco-
nomic and Political Research. Since the mid–1990s, he 
has focused his efforts on tax and budget reforms. 

Catherine Zennström
Co-founder and Chair, Zennström Philanthropies, United 
Kingdom

Chair and Co-Founder of Zennström Philanthropies, an 
organisation fi ghting for human rights, working to stop 
climate change and encouraging social entrepreneurship. 
A former full-time volunteer at the Médecins Sans Fron-
tières and Amnesty International, she became a Trustee of 
Refuge (a UK national charity fi ghting domestic violence) 
in 2006 and a member of the Paris Committee for Hu-
man Rights Watch and the Global Philanthropy Forum in 
2007. Joining the international Board of Directors of Hu-
man Rights Watch in 2008, she became a Trustee of the 
Institute for Philanthropy. 
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DELEGATES‘ PROFILES

James J. Zogby
Founder and President, Arab American Institute, USA

Founder and President of the Arab American Institute 
(AAI), based in Washington D.C. He was elected to the 
Executive Committee of the United States Democratic Na-
tional Committee in 2001. He is also a Senior Analyst of 
the polling fi rm Zogby International, founded and man-
aged by his brother, John Zogby. He holds a PhD in Com-
parative Religions. 

John Zogby
Founder and President, Zogby International

An American political pollster, Founding President and 
CEO of Zogby International – a polling fi rm known for 
phone and interactive Internet-based polling. Senior 
Adviser at the John F. Kennedy School of Government 
at the Harvard University and the fi rst Senior Fellow of 
The Catholic University of America‘s Life Cycle Institute in 
Washington, D.C. A member of the Board of Directors of 
the Advertising Research Foundation, New York City, he 
is a regular column writer of political analyses and a con-
tributing blogger. 

Michael Žantovský
Ambassador to the United Kingdom, Czech Republic 

Former Czech Ambassador to Israel. A founding mem-
ber of the Civic Forum. In January 1990, he became the 
Head of the Presidential Offi ce’s Press Department and 
the spokesperson for President Václav Havel. Czech Am-
bassador to the United States (1992–1997). In 1996, he 
was elected to the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech 
Republic, where he served as the Chairman of the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs, Defense and Security.
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CONFERENCE OUTCOMES

Should you wish to review this year’s conference speeches 
and discussions, simply visit our website and download what 
you need. All the conference proceedings will be posted at 
www.forum2000.cz. 

Panel Video Recordings (Selection) 

Video recordings capture the authentic atmosphere of the con-
ference. Browse our archive for past conference discussions and 
debates.

On-line Broadcast

The entire conference will be recorded and available on-line on 
our website. 

Associated Events (Summary)

Every conference is accompanied by a series of events organ-
ized in co-operation with our partners. Brief overviews and sum-
maries of all these events will be available on our website soon 
after the close of the conference.

Panels (Brief Summary)

Each main panel is briefl y summarized. Daily conference reports 
and individual panel summaries will be made available on the 
Forum 2000 website during the course of the conference. 

Panel Transcripts (Selection)

The main Conference panels are transcribed and archived. Feel 
free to browse our website for the transcripts of the speeches. 
Please note that due to editing restrictions, materials will be 
available a few weeks after the end of the conference. 

Photo Gallery

We do our best to capture the signifi cant moments of the confer-
ence. A selection of photographs taken during the Conference 
will be available soon after the end of the Conference. 

Delegates’ Profi les

The Forum 2000 Foundation is greatly honoured to see promi-
nent personalities coming to the conference from all over the 
world. Please feel free to browse our website for their brief pro-
fi les. 

Conference Report

The Conference Report comprises transcripts of the main panels, 
delegate profi les, overview of the associated events and other 
information related to the Conference and the Forum 2000 
Foundation. The Conference Report will be available in spring 
2010.

Previous Forum 2000 Conference Reports may be purchased 
from the information stand of the Foundation located in front of 
the Žofín Palace, where you can also obtain other publications 
and materials of the Forum 2000 Foundation. 

OPENNESS AND 
FUNDAMENTALISM
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

12th Annual Forum 2000 Conference
Prague, October 12–14, 2008

CONFERENCE REPORT
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Please note the following comments related to various organiza-
tional matters associated with the conference: 

Headsets

We offer the use of headsets during the conference so that you 
may hear the interpreted speeches in Czech or English language 
(working languages). Other languages will be interpreted based 
on the needs of particular panels. Please return the headsets to 
the hostess when you leave the conference.

Smokers

Žofín Palace is a non-smoking zone during the conference. 
Smoking is permitted outside the conference building.

Lunch 

Lunch will be served in the Small Hall, the Žofín Restaurant (fi rst 
fl oor of the Žofín Palace) and pavilion in the garden. 

Donation Opportunity

Activities of the Forum 2000 Foundation depend on generous 
donations from people like you, without which we would not 
be able to proceed with our work. Hostesses at the information 
desk will be glad to help you in case you wish to support the 
Forum 2000 Foundation with fi nancial donation.

Questionnaire

We would like to know what could be improved for the next con-
ference. You can help us by fi lling in the questionnaire, which 
can be obtained from our hostesses. Thank you in advance for 
your impressions and suggestions.
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The Žofín Palace

The Žofín Palace is situated in the very heart of Prague on 
Slovanský Island. Constructed in honor of Archduchess So-
phie – the Princess of Bavaria and the mother of Emperor 
Franz Josef I of Austria – the original classical building 
was redesigned by Jindřich Fialka and rebuilt in the neo-
Renaissance style between 1885 and 1887. In the 1930’s, 
a garden, restaurant and a music pavilion were added to 
the Palace. The island offer beautiful views of Prague and 
Prague Castle.

Laterna Magika (Lantern Magic)

Its history dates back to 1958 and the Brussels World’s Fair 
(EXPO 58) where the director Alfréd Radok and stage-designer 
Josef Svoboda introduced their unusual theatrical form called 
Laterna Magika. This art form does not use words, only combi-
nation of fi lm projection and live stage media – dance, sound, 
light, pantomime, etc.  The theatre was opened in Prague in 
1959 after its worldwide success at the World´s Fair and was 
given the name Laterna Magika. The futuristic building, with 
glass facades, is located in the city centre of Prague and is part 
of the National Theatre.

St. Anne’s Church 

Located in Prague‘s Old Town, the former Gothic Church of St. 
Anne was built as a Dominican Convent between 1319 and 
1330 on the site of an old rotunda and a church. Closed during 
the reign of Joseph II, the church was deconsecrated in 1782, 
and its complex of buildings was turned into fl ats and a printing 
house that were in use until 1795. Thanks to the initiative of Vá-
clav Havel, the church today serves as a unique international 
spiritual and cultural centre, the result of a joint venture of promi-
nent architects and designers Adriena Šimotová, Bořek Šípek, 
Kurt Gebauer and Eva Jiřičná. 

Goethe Institute

Located in Prague’s New Town, the Institute is situated in the 
beautiful Art Nouveau building of the former First Czech Gen-
eral Insurance Bank. Inspired by the architectural design of 
Jiří Stibral, the building was built in 1905 and decorated with 
bronze sculptures by Ladislav Šaloun. Used by the Embassy 
of the German Democratic Republic until 1989, the building 
today hosts the Czech offi ce of the Goethe Institute (since 
1990).

CONFERENCE VENUES
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1. Žofín Palace
Slovanský ostrov
Prague 1

2. Prague Crossroads
(former St. Anne’s Church)
Zlatá, entrance form Liliová

MAP

3. Goethe Institut
Masarykovo nábřeží 32
Prague 1

4. Laterna Magika
Národní 4
Prague 1
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“Confronting the major contradictions of today’s civilization—that 
is what we deal with at the Forum 2000 conferences.“ 
Václav Havel

MISSION

The Forum 2000 Foundation was established in 1996 as a joint 
initiative of the Czech President Václav Havel, the Japanese phi-
lanthropist Yohei Sasakawa, and the Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate Elie Wiesel.

Forum 2000 Foundation aims:
•  to identify the key issues facing civilization and to explore 

ways in which to prevent the escalation of confl icts that have 
religion, culture or ethnicity as their primary components 

•  to provide a platform to discuss these important topics openly 
and to enhance global dialogue 

•  to promote democracy in non-democratic countries and to 
support civil society, respect for human rights and religious, 
cultural and ethnic tolerance in young democracies

PROJECTS 

• Annual Forum 2000 Conferences
The annual Forum 2000 conference is the most signifi cant 
project of the Foundation. In twelve years it has evolved into 
a successful and widely recognized conference series, which 
provides global leaders with a platform for open discussion 
about crucial global issues.

Dozens of prominent personalities from all over the world take 
part in the conference every year. Past participants include: Bill 
Clinton, Frederik Willem de Klerk, the Dalai Lama, Wole Soyin-
ka, El Hassan bin Talal, Madeleine Albright, Nicolas Winton, 
Shimon Peres, and a number of other political, intellectual, spir-
itual, and business leaders.

• Shared Concern Initiative.
This project brings together recognized personalities who issue 

joint statements addressing the most important problems and 
challenges of today’s world. The members of this Initiative are: 
El Hassan bin Talal, Dalai Lama, Frederik Willem de Klerk, An-
dré Glucksmann, Vartan Gregorian, Václav Havel, Hans Küng, 
Mike Moore, Michael Novak, Shimon Peres, Yohei Sasakawa, 
Karel Schwarzenberg, George Soros, Richard von Wëizsäcker, 
Gregory Yavlinski.

EXCERPTS FROM THE INITIATIVE’S STATEMENTS:

A PEACE OF WATER – OCTOBER 2008

„We believe that progress in the peace process and in fi nding 
solutions for water issues between Israel and Palestine can also 
help to unblock progress in the broader region, between the 
parties on the Jordan, the Orontes, the Tigris, and the Euphrates 
rivers. Water can be a catalyst for regional cooperation, open-
ing the way to a future comprehensive “Community of Water 
and Energy” to enhance the human environment. In such a fo-
rum, water and solar energy in tandem could help to move the 
Middle East from confl ict to collaboration.“

Václav Havel, André Glucksmann, Frederik Willem de Klerk, 
Mike Moore, Mary Robinson, Yohei Sasakawa, Karel Schwarzen-
berg, George Soros, El Hassan bin Talal, Desmond Mpilo Tutu, 
Richard von Weizsäcker, Grigory Yavlinsky

REFERENDUM FARCE IN BURMA – AUGUST 2008

“...It is time to strongly condemn the exclusion of a considerable 
number of people from voting and to insist on the release of Bur-
ma’s political prisoners. The United Nations and the European 
Union should be ready to reject conclusively the result of the 
referendum and strengthen sanctions against the regime. Bur-
ma’s neighbors in ASEAN should stop looking the other way as 
Burma’s rulers trample on Burma’s citizens...”

Václav Havel, Desmond Tutu, Richard von Weizsäcker, Karel 
Schwarzenberg, André Glucksmann, Frederik Willem de Klerk, 
Mike Moore, Grigory Yavlinsky

ENDING THE TRAGEDY OF DARFUR – JULY 2007

“...Although there are now signs of progress, responsible people 
around the globe, particularly politicians and journalists, must 
remain focused on Darfur. For the grievances and harm suffered 
daily by millions of victims and refugees remain as gruesome as 
ever, notwithstanding the fatigue from the prolonged confl ict that 
some may perceive....”

Prince Hassan Bin Talal, André Glucksmann, Vartan Gregorian, 
Václav Havel, Mike Moore, Michael Novak, Mary Robinson, Yo-
hei Sasakawa, Karel Schwarzenberg, George Soros, Desmond 
Mpilo Tutu, Richard von Weizsäcker, Grigory Yavlinsky

FORUM 2000 FOUNDATION
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APPEAL FOR FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND RESPECT FOR 
MINORITY RIGHTS IN RUSSIA – NOVEMBER 2006

“...We feel obliged to emphasize that disputes between govern-
ments are not grounds for actions against the civilian popula-
tion. We would hope that the leadership of the Russian Federa-
tion will affi rm the rights of ethnic minorities, refrain from hostile 
rhetoric and actions against Georgians , and ensure that our 
common democratic values and respectful relations between 
neighbours are upheld....”

His Holiness the Dalailama, André Glucksmann, Vartan Gre-
gorian, Frederik Willem de Klerk, Václav Havel, Mike Moore, 
Michael Novak, Yohei Sasakawa, Karel Schwarzenberg, 
George Soros, Desmond Mpilo Tutu, Grigori Yavlinsky

• NGO Market
Since 2000, NGO Market has been a one-day event organ-
ized by Forum 2000, where different nongovernmental organi-
zations can present their activities, communicate with broad 
public and potential sponsors and get useful know-how about 
successful NGO management from other participants. The main 
goal is to strengthen civic society by providing a communication 
platform for NGOs. On April 27th 2009, the 10th annual meet-
ing took place in which around hundred organizations from the 
Czech Republic, Visegrad countries or Africa participated. This 
year, the traditional competition of the best presenting NGO 
was won by the FIT-ILCO organization.

• Interfaith Dialogue
The aim of the Forum 2000’s Interfaith Project is to promote dia-
logue between the world‘s faiths and secular society. The tradi-
tion of the Forum 2000, together with Czech history and the 
history of Prague in particular, represents a unique platform for 
the dialogue of secular humanism with the world’s great spiritual 
traditions.

• Exploring Water Patterns in the Middle East
This year marks the fi fth year that the Forum 2000 Foundation 
has addressed the issue of water scarcity in the Middle East 
through its initiative, Exploring Water Patterns in the Middle East 
(EWaP), a project that receives joint support from Václav Havel 
and HRH El Hassan bin Talal from Jordan.

The aim of EWaP is to comprehensively address the issue through 
a series of events which stay abreast of political, economic, 
and technological developments, and ultimately, help facilitate 
a peaceful, equitable, and stable resolution that is shared by all 
stakeholders. 

• Holocaust Era Assets Conference
Held on 26 – 30 June 2009 and organized in cooperation with 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Czech Government Offi ce. The 
goal of the conference was to support Holocaust remembrance 
and education as well as fi ght against racial hatred in today‘s 
societies. It was a follow up on the efforts initiated by the Wash-
ington Conference Principles on Nazi-Confi scated Art (1998) 
and Vilnius Forum Declaration 2000 in areas of property restitu-
tion and fi nancial compensation and the Stockholm Declaration 
of 2000 on education. One of the results of the conference was 
the Terezin Declaration and the foundation of Terezín Institute.

• Peace, Democracy and Human Rights 
in Asia Conference
This conference, organized by Forum 2000 on September 10-
11, 2009, focused on implementation of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, with emphasis on freedom of thought; on 
protection of cultural rights of minorities; on right to education; 
and also on environmental rights and their linkage with human 
rights protection. The participants included Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureates such as His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Frederik Willem 
de Klerk and Jody Williams.

More information about our activities is available on our web-
site www.forum2000.cz. 

CONTACT

Forum 2000 Foundation
Pohořelec 6
118 00 Prague 1 
Czech Republic 
phone: +420 224 310 991
phone/fax: +420 224 310 989
e-mail: secretariat@forum2000.cz

FORUM 2000 FOUNDATION
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